Under the Circumstances?
How are you today? We usually reply to that question by saying how we feel, emotionally or physically, or by
sharing an opinion on life and how it’s affecting us, such as, “I’m fine, thank you,” or, “OK, under the
circumstances.”
When we’re feeling good, everything is good. The world is good. Circumstances might not have changed, but
we’re on top of them. When we’re feeling dejected or downhearted, it’s not so good. Worry can make us
despondent, anxiety can lead to depression, and we may become trapped in our emotions. Jesus said, ‘In this
world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world’ (John 16:33). How can we apply this to
our lives?
Our inner feelings are expressed in a variety of ways, for instance in joy, sadness, love, or fear. But this is a
poor reflection of how we really are. Feelings are usually based on events which have already happened, or
might happen, and they can be completely detached from our current experience.
The Bible tells us to walk by faith and not by sight (2 Corinthians 5:7). This is simply believing the truth and
trusting and walking by that truth as it applies to our lives. Truth, of course, is the word of God, as revealed by
the Scriptures. Jesus said, ‘If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth
and the truth will set you free’ (John 8:31-32).
Our old, unregenerated, self, died with Jesus. ‘For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God’
(Colossians 3:3). Now we need to live the new life He has secured for us. ‘I have come that they may have life,
and have it to the full’ (John 10:10). We can look back over our shoulder and see who we were, or we can look
to Jesus and see who we are. What makes the difference? It’s the cross of Jesus Christ which makes it real
and the Holy Spirit who makes it possible.
We’re not living according to a pattern or formula. We’re walking with a person. He lives within us by His Spirit.
We need to recognise this and relate to Him; not looking to the world and its faults, but looking to Jesus, the
source of our confidence. It is by faith in Him that we can live our life to the full.
So, how are you today? No longer bearing up under the circumstances? Let’s rejoice in the One who will never
fail us. He lives in us and we live in Him, and together we are one. Jesus said to the Father, ‘I have made You
known to them ... in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them”
(John 17:26).
Miserable day today? No way. ‘For the joy of the Lord is your strength’ (Nehemiah 8:10).
Let’s live as if it was true because it is.
- Ron Scurfield Seeds of the Kingdom

Another Hello, Lord....Ivor Bailey Speaking.
Hello, Lord
Often I feel I have to defend the faith.
So, I argue about anything under the sun,
in my attempt to help people to see You and the relevance of faith.
Today, I listened to this young lad telling his mate what Jesus means to him.
He told his story simply and without fuss,
how his life had changed direction sincere accepted the Christian faith.
He talked quietly about his different outlook - new joy, new purpose, new life, and peace in Jesus.
There was no arguing, Lord; there was nothing to argue about.
It was simply one man telling another what You had done to him.
He was a witness, Lord
And that's better than being a defendant.

Deepest sympathy and prayers extended to Dorothy Knight and her family
at the passing of her husband, Michael Knight.
Our love goes out to Dorothy Knight and her family at this time.
Michael Knight 01/11/1939 - 15/11/2020
There will be a Memorial Service for Michael on the
20th Friday at St. Andrew’s in Rakaia at 2:00 pm.
Dorothy expresses her thanks for all of the lovely tributes and support from folks.

St. Andrew’s Rakaia
Tuesday 24th November
10:30 am | Rakaia Fit Kids | with Miranda A time for friendship, fun, and support. Welcome to all pre-school children.
1:00 pm | Steady As You Go | Balance, strengthening and gentle exercises for senior folk's health and well-being.

St. John’s Methven

At 10:30 am next Sunday, 29th November at St. John’s there will be a Plains Parish ‘Café’ Service.
"Stir Up' Sunday; featuring the meaning of the Christmas Cake/ Pudding. People involvement with readings, singing and
baking. Morning tea and Christmas Cake. Welcome to all; Service to be led by the Worship Committee.
Rev. Arii Taimataora will be away from the 17th to 22nd of November.
Any pastoral concerns please contact parish council.
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Father, please forgive me if I have given way to my feelings and tended to lose sight of You in all that’s going
on around me. Help me to focus on Your Word and so re-establish my trust in You. My foundation is the
security of Jesus. Please help me to stand firm in You and not be swayed by the world. Amen.
- Ron Scurfield Seeds of the Kingdom

